The Lord Is Wonderful: Looking Around the Corner for Adventist Theology by Klingbeil, Gerald A.
Andrews University 
Digital Commons @ Andrews University 
Faculty Publications 
12-1-2011 
The Lord Is Wonderful: Looking Around the Corner for Adventist 
Theology 
Gerald A. Klingbeil 
Andrews University, klingbeil@andrews.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pubs 
Recommended Citation 
Klingbeil, Gerald A., "The Lord Is Wonderful: Looking Around the Corner for Adventist Theology" (2011). 
Faculty Publications. 3195. 
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pubs/3195 
This Popular Press is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ Andrews University. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Andrews 























































3 ! . $ 2 !   " , ! # + - % 2
$ECEMBER  \ !DVENTIST 7ORLD   
MANY MORE YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CHURCH !S THEY SEE HOW 
WE WORK TOGETHER IN TRYING TO RESEARCH BIBLICAL THEOLOGICAL 
AND DOCTRINAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH 
AROUND THE WORLD THEY BECOME EXTENSIONS SO TO SPEAK IN 
THEIR OWN AREAS IN TRYING TO NURTURE THAT THEOLOGICAL UNITY 
4HE SECOND THING WE DECIDED TO DO WAS TO EMPOWER 
THEM TO TELL THEM h7E TRUST YOU 9OU CAN DO THEOLOGY FOR 
THE CHURCH 7E CAN WORK TOGETHER WITH YOU AND DO GREAT 
THINGS FOR THE CHURCHv 3O WE ENCOURAGED THE DIVISIONS TO 
ESTABLISH "IBLICAL 2ESEARCH #OMMITTEES "2#S	 NOT INSTI
TUTES BUT COMMITTEES IN THEIR OWN TERRITORIES TO WORK WITH 
THEOLOGICAL ISSUES RELEVANT TO THOSE DIVISIONS -ANY DIVI
SIONS HAVE DONE THAT AND THOSE COMMITTEES ARE ALREADY 
WORKING 4HERE IS CONSTANT COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE 
"2) AND THOSE COMMITTEES 7HENEVER ANY OF THESE COMMIT
TEES MEET ONE OF US IS THERE WITH THEM
7HEN WE FACE THEOLOGICAL TENSION IN OUR LOCAL CHURCHES OR 
UNIONS ) HEAR PEOPLE SAY h7HY DO WE NEED SO MUCH THEOL
OGY 7HY DO WE HAVE TO INVEST SO MUCH IN BRINGING ALL 
THESE THEOLOGIANS TOGETHER 3HOULDNT WE JUST FOCUS ON 
MISSION AND EVANGELISMv 7HAT WOULD YOU SAY TO THEM
7E NEED TO FOCUS ON EVANGELISM AND THE MISSION OF THE 
CHURCH 4HIS IS NONNEGOTIABLE THIS IS THE GOSPEL COMMIS
SION 4HE QUESTION IS 7HAT IS THE ROLE OF THEOLOGICAL REmEC
TION IN THAT MISSION !ND WE HAVE TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT 
THEOLOGICAL REmECTION IS PART OF THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 
)T IS NOT AN ADDENDUM )TS NOT SOMETHING THAT THE CHURCH 
DOES IF THERE IS A PROBLEM AND WE HAVE TO REACT TO IT .O 
DOING BIBLICAL STUDY THINKING THEOLOGICALLY IS AS IMPORTANT 
FOR THE CHURCH AS GOING OUT AND DOING EVANGELISM
4HEOLOGY HAS THE FUNCTION OF PLACING ITSELF AT THE SERVICE 
OF MISSION AND EVANGELISM PROVIDING RELEVANCE AND BIBLI
CALLY GROUNDED THINKING THAT INFORMS THE EVANGELIST ) HAVE 
NEVER SEPARATED THEOLOGY FROM MISSION
-OST PEOPLE READING THIS INTERVIEW WILL NOT BE THEOLO
GIANS (OW CAN WE HELP OUR NONTHEOLOGIANS THINK BIBLICALLY 
OR THEOLOGICALLY )S THAT IMPORTANT OR IS IT JUST THE TASK OF 
THE PASTOR OR PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE
/F COURSE THE QUESTION IS 7HAT DO WE MEAN BY THINKING 
THEOLOGICALLY )TS VERY SIMPLE )TS BEING ABLE TO EXPRESS YOUR 
CONVICTION BIBLICALLY IN A RATIONAL WAY IN AN APPEALING WAY 
GROUNDED IN 3CRIPTURE 4HATS WHAT IS NEEDED !ND OF COURSE 
WE DO IT DEPENDING ON THE TRAINING AT DIFFERENT LEVELS 4HE 
FUNCTION OF THE TRAINED THEOLOGIAN IS TO PROVIDE MATERIALS 
THAT PASTORS "IBLE TEACHERS AND LAYPERSONS CAN ALSO USE TO 
ENRICH THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF ANY PARTICULAR DOCTRINE
3TEPPING BACK AFTER  YEARS OF MINISTRY PROVIDES A GREAT 
VANTAGE POINT 7HERE DO YOU SEE THE ISSUES OF !DVENTIST 
THEOLOGY CURRENTLY 7HICH QUESTIONS DO WE NEED TO 
ADDRESS AS A CHURCH
!S ) THINK ABOUT THIS IT SEEMS THAT THE KEY THEOLOGICAL TOPIC 
IS AND WILL REMAIN ECCLESIOLOGY THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )T 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN IMPORTANT TOPIC IN THE CHURCH BUT PRI
MARILY BECAUSE OF THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH THIS TOPIC HAS 
BECOME EXTREMELY IMPORTANT ,IKE NEVER BEFORE WE HAVE 
COME INTO CONTACT WITH WORLD RELIGIONS )TS IMPORTANT FOR US 
TO INTERACT WITH THEM AND ITS IMPORTANT FOR THEM TO KNOW 
THE !DVENTIST #HURCH WHO ARE WE WHAT ARE WE DOING HERE 
WHAT IS OUR MISSION 4HE CHURCH HAS GROWN AND IS THEREFORE 
NO LONGER INVISIBLE /THER DENOMINATIONS CANNOT AVOID SEE
ING US BECAUSE WE ARE EVERYWHERE /UR ESCHATOLOGY IS 
BECOMING MORE RELEVANT DAY AFTER DAY 3O BECAUSE OF THAT WE 
NEED TO HAVE ANSWERS BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL ANSWERS 
APPEALING ANSWERS 7E NEED TO REAFlRM THE COMMITMENT TO 
OUR 3AVIOR THE COMMITMENT TO THE MESSAGE AND MISSION OF 
THE CHURCH AMONG CHURCH MEMBERS 4HEY NEED THIS BECAUSE 
MOST OF OUR CHURCH MEMBERS ARE NEW CONVERTS
!RE THERE THEOLOGICAL ISSUES ARISING OUT OF THE TREMENDOUS 
CHURCH GROWTH WE ARE SEEING 
7HAT ) THINK IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES 
HAS TO DO WITH NEW CONVERTS 9OU SEE THE GROWTH IS SO RAPID 
THAT ITS VERY DIFlCULT EVEN TO KEEP UP WITH IT "ECAUSE OF THE 
$IXIL 2ODR¤GUEZ A COLUMNIST OF THE 
!DVENTIST 2EVIEW AND DAUGHTER OF !NGEL 
2ODR¤GUEZ SHARES A MORE PERSONAL FACET 
OF HER FATHER
/UR FAMILY TRADITION HAS NEVER BEEN 
LOST MY FAMILY SINGS
!MAZING
$ONT FORGET TO SING (E WAS RIGHT 4HINGS 
GET DIFlCULT 9ET MY FATHER WOULD ALWAYS 
REMIND ME (ES WATCHING YOU ,EAVE YOUR 
WORRIES TO (IM 4HEN AS A lNAL REMINDER 
OF OUR JOURNEY TOGETHER AS A FAMILY HE 
WOULD ADD 3OON WE WILL SING AGAIN 
%VERY DAY MY FATHER REMINDS ME HOW 
CLOSE OUR VOICES ARE TO 'ODS EARS &OR HIM 
'OD HAS BEEN NOT ONLY A 3AVIOR BUT ALSO 
A COMPASSIONATE POWERFUL FRIEND .OW 
) WATCH HIM TEACH HIS GRANDDAUGHTERS 
TO SING /UR INHERITANCE WILL ALWAYS BE A 
HOME BUILT ON h!MAZING 'RACEv
'RACE
#HILDHOOD MOMENTS ARE VIVID DAILY 
WORSHIP AND WELCOMING THE 3ABBATH WITH 
SONG )T ALWAYS STARTED THE SAME WAY -Y 
FATHER WOULD SAY ,ETS SING A SONG (E LED 
THE WAY 
)N EVERY MELODY MY FATHER WOULD 
INCORPORATE A "IBLE STORY 7ITH EVERY 
MUSICAL HARMONY HE TAUGHT US "IBLE VERSES 
THAT SPOKE OF HOPE THE POWER OF PRAYER AND 
TRUST IN DIVINE GUIDANCE 'OD WAS NEVER FAR 
OR ABSENT FROM OUR SONG 7E SANG TOGETHER
4HE BEST ADVICE MY FATHER GAVE ME 
WAS 0UT 'OD lRST 4HINGS MAY GET DIFlCULT 
"UILT ON
   !DVENTIST 7ORLD \ $ECEMBER 
SPEED WE NEED TO REALLY THINK FOR A MOMENT ABOUT THE DAN
GERS !ND THE DANGER )M GOING TO MENTION IS A REAL ONE )TS 
THE DANGER OF BAPTIZING INDIVIDUALS COMING FROM A DIFFERENT 
#HRISTIAN TRADITION OR A NON#HRISTIAN BACKGROUND WHO 
ARE NOT WELL INFORMED ABOUT THE BIBLICAL MESSAGE 4HEY 
RECEIVE A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE !DVENTIST MESSAGE AND 
THEYRE BAPTIZED 4HERE IS LITTLE FOLLOWUP 4HESE PEOPLE ARE 
!DVENTISTSBASED ON THE LITTLE THEYVE COME TO UNDERSTAND 
4HEY RETAIN SOME OF THE IDEAS THEY BROUGHT IN WITH THEM 
4HERE IS ALMOST AN ELEMENT OF SYNCRETISM BECAUSE THEYVE 
NEVER UNDERSTOOD !DVENTISM WELL $OCTRINAL AND THEOLOGI
CAL DIVERSITY IS lNDING A PLACE WITHIN THE LOCAL CONGREGATION
.OT LONG AGO WE BLAMED THE THEOLOGIANS 4HEY WERE THE 
ONES CREATING THEOLOGICAL AND DOCTRINAL POLARIZATION 4HERE 
IS TRUTH IN THAT ) CANNOT DENY THAT "UT THIS IS A NEW PHE
NOMENON BECAUSE OFTEN THE NEW CONVERTS DO NOT REALLY 
UNDERSTAND WHAT !DVENTISM IS ABOUT
3O YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP
4HATS CORRECT )TS NOT SIMPLY h/H YES )M EMOTIONAL ) 
WANT TO BE BAPTIZEDv .O THIS IS ABOUT THAT WHICH IS IMPOR
TANT TEACHING THE PERSON TO UNDERSTAND THE MESSAGE AND TO 
BE ABLE TO GO AND SHARE THE MESSAGE WITH OTHERS
!NGEL DO YOU HAVE A PEARL OF WISDOM FOR OUR READERS 
3OMETHING THAT YOUVE LEARNED SOMETHING THAT HAS 
BECOME IMPORTANT TO YOU OVER THE PAST DECADES OF  
MINISTRY
7ELL PERHAPS TWO THINGS ) HAVE LEARNED WHAT WE ALL KNOW 
THAT OUR SAFETY IN OUR PILGRIMAGE IS IN 3CRIPTURE 4HE 
MOMENT WE DRIFT AWAY FROM IT THERES DANGER )N MY 
MOMENTS OF DIFlCULTIES IN MY JOB TRYING TO lND SOLUTIONS 
) DO GO TO THE 3CRIPTURES !ND TOGETHER WITH THAT ) USE %LLEN 
7HITE ) DONT APOLOGIZE FOR THIS WONDERFUL GIFT THAT THE 
,ORD HAS GIVEN TO US
4HE SECOND ONE IS HOW YOU DEAL WITH OTHERS 7E NEED TO 
LEARN HOW TO TREAT EACH OTHER ,EARN FROM THE -ASTER OUR 
,ORD AND (IS KINDNESS AND (IS LOVE EVEN TO (IS ENEMIES 
!ND LEARN TO WRITE AND SPEAK IN A WAY THAT PROVIDES THE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR RECONCILIATION FOR COMMON UNDERSTAND
ING .OW ) KNOW OF COURSE THAT WHEN IT COMES TO THEO
LOGICAL DISAGREEMENTS AND RADICAL IDEAS WITHIN THE CHURCH 
WE HAVE TO TAKE A POSITION !ND WE SHOULD TAKE A POSITION 
)M NOT AFRAID OF THAT "UT ) HAVE ALWAYS TRIED TO DO IT IN A 
KIND WAY 4HERES NO NEED TO GET INTO PERSONAL DEBATES AND 
INSULT EACH OTHER AND BE RUDE )T SEEMS TO ME THAT THE 3PIRIT 
OF #HRIST WOULD MOVE US TO KINDNESS N 
!RTUR 3TELE 0H$ A GENERAL VICE 
PRESIDENT OF THE 'ENERAL #ONFERENCE AND 
CURRENT DIRECTOR OF THE "IBLICAL 2ESEARCH 
)NSTITUTE REMINISCES ABOUT !NGEL -ANUEL 
2ODR¤GUEZ MINISTRY AND PASSION
) HAVE KNOWN !NGEL SINCE THE 
NINETIES WHEN ) WAS APPOINTED A "2)#/- 
MEMBER FROM THE %URO!SIA $IVISION )T 
WAS REWARDING TO HEAR !NGEL PRESENT A 
PAPER HOLD A SEMINAR TEACH A CLASS OR 
SPEAK TO PASTORS TEACHERS AND CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATORS (E WAS ALWAYS KIND 
BALANCED AND COMMITTED THAT THE CHURCH 
REMAINS A hPEOPLE OF THE "OOKv 4HE 
WORLD CHURCH WAS BLESSED BY HIS MINISTRY 
0ASSIONATE
FOR THE7ORD
VISITS AND WRITTEN WORK 4HE GOOD NEWS 
IS THAT HE IS NOT LEAVING "2) COMPLETELY 
(E WILL CONTINUE TO BE A VITAL AND VIBRANT 
PART OF THE INSTITUTE 4HE "2) WILL CONTINUE 
ITS WORK BASED ON THE STRONG FOUNDATION 
THAT WAS LEFT BY !NGEL 2ODR¤GUEZ AND HIS 
PREDECESSORS
&OR A LONGER VERSION OF THIS INTERVIEW 
VISIT  WWWADVENTISTWORLDORG
$ECEMBER  \ !DVENTIST 7ORLD   
